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Securing the Modern Home
with Surveillance

BY LISA BARRON

t is human nature to protect what we love.

We work hard to buy a home. And like many
of our other possessions, it is our job to protect
it. In these modern times of iPods, Blackberries
and digitalization, securing today’s home is
more than just locking the doors. It involves
securing phone lines, camera surveillance and
monitoring systems for your home and PC.

The latest security systems offer a huge variety of features
designed to protect your home and possessions. Home security
systems today not only include standard alarms, but are also
able to detect the sound of breaking glass, motion in rooms, and
the opening of doors and other entry points. Nearly all home
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security systems are now linked to automatically call the police
or other response services, as well as fire and emergency. Some
home security systems even connect to the Internet, allowing
you to monitor your security remotely.

Home security alarm systems offer many different options
for homeowners these days. No longer is an alarm system
responsible only for warning residents of an intruder. Home
security systems now warn of fires, gas leaks, and assist in med-
ical situations and are suited to your lifestyle. Homeowners can
feel safe at home again when they have a good security alarm
backing them up around the clock. Many homeowners opt to

have their home monitored 24-hours a day, which brings
additional peace of mind. It helps to know that there are
companies with live people on the other end of your sys-
tem, ready and able to help in the event of an emergency,
whatever that emergency may be.

Cameras are an ever-increasing trend in home surveil-
lance. According to Greg Gutos, General Manager of USA
PhoneCenters, a 24-year old communications company,
this trend is being seen in a commercial market. Many busi-
ness and homeowners are using cameras to monitor cash
registers and warehouses. It is also becoming more popular
in childcare to provide parents who are away from their
loved ones with peace of mind in watching caretakers and
nannies in their home.

Panasonic offers a full line of products including PTZ
cameras that use an advanced all-optical connection
between the moving camera and the base, to provide a
higher-quality image with less video noise. Unlike cameras
that rely on a sliding metal-to-metal contact, the video from
camera to base via a light beam requires no physical con-
tacts at all. The alarm can be used to trigger recording in a
VCR, or to alert an operator.

A number of Panasonic cameras can be accessed
through the Internet by dialing an address given by your
camera specific to your home computer. This enables the
homeowner to zoom, pan, tilt and view various locations by
hooking it up to his PC software. Cameras can be set up to
review motion only or can be equipped with a night vision
feature. They can also be set up to hear audio.

Cameras provide people with a certain level of peace of
mind and security. “When it comes to protecting your
home, cameras are the hot thing,” says Gutos. He says it
allows parents to view schools and day care centers and
also older parents and pets. You can even easily receive
these images through your cell phone.

USA PhoneCenters also offers consumers a free analy-
sis of your communications needs with their IEL certified
solution, designed to improve efficiency and enhance com-
munication, all while lowering the cost to do so. USA
phones is determined to create a plan to meet their cus-
tomers’ specialized needs.

So whatever your needs for home surveillance and pro-
tection, with proper research and the right surveillance sup-
plier / installer, you're sure to be satisfied with the level of
security for your assets and home, and most of all, your
loved ones. »
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